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Second section (page 25)
Now I say: man and generally any rational being exists as an end
in himself, not merely as a means to be arbitrarily used by this or
that will, but in all his actions, whether they concern himself or
other rational beings, must be always regarded at the same time
as an end. All objects of the inclinations have only a conditional
worth, for if the inclinations and the wants founded on them did
not exist, then their object would be without value. But the
inclinations, themselves being sources of want, are so far from
having an absolute worth for which they should be desired that on
the contrary it must be the universal wish of every rational being
to be wholly free from them. Thus the worth of any object which is
to be acquired by our action is always conditional. Beings whose
existence depends not on our will but on nature's, have
nevertheless, if they are irrational beings, only a relative value as
means, and are therefore called things; rational beings, on the
contrary, are called persons, because their very nature points
them out as ends in (26) themselves, that is as something which
must not be used merely as means, and so far therefore restricts
freedom of action (and is an object of respect). These [rational
beings, i.e., persons], therefore, are not merely subjective ends
whose existence has a worth for us as an effect of our action, but
objective ends, that is, things whose existence is an end in itself;
an end moreover for which no other can be substituted, which
they should subserve merely as means, for otherwise nothing
whatever would possess absolute worth; but if all worth were
conditioned and therefore contingent, then there would be no
supreme practical principle of reason whatever.

